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The piling of the fleet from New York with reinforcements to the Delaware, relieved the mind of Gen. Gates of the fear of invasion at Albany 5 and he was instructed by Congress to take command in the Highlands, while Putnam, with twenty-five hundred men, including Morgan's corps, were to strengthen Washington and the main army. The Commander-in-Chief was now at the head of a very formidable force, and wished to provoke the enemy to oifer battle.* The following extract of a letter from Major Platt, aid-decamp of Gen. McDougall, exhibits the feelings of the army on the subject:
HEAD QUARTERS, WHITE MARSH, > 13 miles from Philadelphia, 29th Nov., 1777.     \
" We have now the most formidable army ever on foot on the American establishment; and I dare pledge rny life there are not more than twelve thousand continental troops, and about twenty-five hundred or three thousand militia. It has been (Jen. Washington's misfortune, the most of this campaign, to be inferior in numbers to the enemy; which has been the reason of his not risking what he otherwise would have wished. Thank God, we are now superior to the enemy in the field. And they, conscious of our superiority, have fortified from Delaware to Schuylkill.
They have thrown up very strong lines across, and besides these, ten or twelve very strong redoubts, ditched, friezed,
Sieketed and abbatied; every one of which cross fire, and ank their lines.    All these redoubts are within the space of one and a half or two miles; the distance from river to river being not greater.
Judge, men, whether an attack will take place from our army this winter. My sentiments are the reverse.
I am, D'r. Col., With esteem, Your humble serv.,
RICH. PLATT,
P. S. My respects to the worthy officers with you. For your comfort I can tell you that old Daddy Putnam is ordered on to the main army, and a trial is inevitable. God speed itf
General Knox also corroborated the opinion of Major Platt, in regard to the enemy's works ; and it is a pity that
* Lamb papers, N. Y. Hii, Soc.           t Mam.